18

NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE SUNDAY. JANUARY 5, 18%0.—TWENTY-TWO PAGES.

HOW FORTUNES ARE MADE.

BOME OF THE PREVAILING BUSINESS TEN-
DENCIES LIKELY TO BRING SUCUESS,

ERASTUS WIMAN TELLS OF THE NEW METHODS
BY WHICH MEN HAVE GROWN RICH
AND SHOWS THAT THE TIME 1s
RIPE FOR STILL NEWER ONES,
Copyrtghts 1590 . By Fhe New. York Trihune.
Why do men suceesd in husiness, and why do
pen fail, with the equal dfdvantage of being
born poor?  He would neds be i wise man whe
could satisfuctorily answer this question.  The
longer one lives and the greater the gpportumniny
W study the problens that surrouml us, the more
difficult does it uppead to be 1o salve questions
apparently so simple as this,  In this connery
of abundant opportunity, the clunce of suedes
for 4 business man woubl seem 10 e =0 groat
that failure is almest inesousable Yot tlus
percentage of fLullures 1o that of success oo
geries of yenrs is alwiys surprisingly lurse, ingd
it is a most natural and interesting subjeot af
inquiry why it shoulil he so. Thie ordinry
estimate of what real business is would make it
0 appear to consist almost solely i supplyiog
@ich other's wants, The vast dggrecation of
people in the eivibzed world wonld seem 10 be
either producing, handling, buying. seling, pay-
ing, distributing, or in some other sense cmployed
in the supplying of some want in the (T, THT
family, each thus employed being st the same
time the recipient of & Hke service from his fellow

beinus,

The sagacity would seem to be of an ordinary
pharacter that would enahle one to buy chenp
on the one hand und to sell dear on the other,
and to leve between these two essentinl operations
of tradde a mrgin sufficient to yicld a living and
an eventual competence.  Now, when i1 is meallized
that the world 15 as old as it s, aid when the
seiences of the rovks and the stars Lave reached
# point so marvellous and so aeeurate, s 1o el

always the ease, one or twa lewling minids in each
organization have deminated the rest, achieving
by co-operation whar wonld have heen s bl
by personul eftort. It is not guite elear whether
the result bins been to Jessen the elianee of -
vidunl achivvement, or to nurrow the field 1o some
extent for those who are ot ol the ragge of eo-
operative influence.  Bur v ds gestain thit o still
further consequenes has been the pesult of com-

'pr'Ti:juu amone  arcandzations  thus  erentesd, tor
while competition between orainizntions mas hinvee
destroved the chanee of o profit of each, 11 his

not infrequently Fendered 1t possihle 1o enmbine
nrganizntions one with another, utitil now sueh
combinntions form the basis of fortunes phetomens|
even in this goiden age.  The axiom that * where
comuetition wis possible consclidation was prob.
able,? iMustrates o tendency of the time feaitful
of fortunes, these heing ereated by eomhinations
of existing enmbinations,

Thus the wealth of the Vanderhilt family firse
tound its greatest mlilitions in the aonton of come-
peting sailway systoms entering New-York.  In
tinie these wore gdded to by eonneetions extending
Waesty inil sulsequently solfdified and strengthened
by the purchuse of cumpeiing enterprises, nntil
touliy o system of trupsportation, essentinl to the
growth of this grent countey, = in the canteol of the
gromdehildren of the original combiner, whicl for
extent, aren of population sepsed, produetiveness

of territory and completensss of serviee, is -
appreaehed inoany other country in the world ;o
with yevenues gieater than those from many

government: with profits eentred in o single family
Inreer than those enjosed by Hnes of kings, and
more certainly susceptible of inemeise thinn dreamed
of by the fodnder of any dynssty im aneient or
maodern times,  How much of this vast peeresition
is the result of individual effort no one now can

tell, How far it will hmit or efresmseribe indi-
vidunl  pursuit. o the tuture  dn votn- |
petition  with I, 0t is  ousy W ser |
True, combimitions of enterprises  so widely |

aperative as these open up felds tor emplovment,

for wreat nuwmbers, bt whether the employe 18
Lever the entirely successfil ann, s the world
||l"~Ii!l.ltIT"‘r- sacevss, mnking the most of lns abil

Jong ages and vast distanees 10 o procise point, |

is it not singnlar, in this sge of Yzures, tht the
art hus not been disrcovered by which the wants
of the human family conld he measired Why
ghould disuster and Joss and failure he constiennly
met with in this attempt to supply these wints 4
Why should not the sources of supply be so per.
fectly understood or recilated =0 preciacly 1o
suit the demand that the eacess woulil never
be created by which profit. would be destroyed, or
Yose incurred. It would scem as if o period
hud arrived o the ednestion of the human moee
when the elass to whom had been eommmiitted, by
the law of naturnl selection, the duty of 1rans
ferring merchandise and money {rom one hamd 10
another, would so thoroushly fathom ull the
possibilities that profit would be certain and
Rajlure impossible,

But such 18 not the ease. The vast commeres
of the world seems to be an utterly unreulatol
guantity. Competition is the most potent foree
of the honr. Whether 1t is trading muskit
sldne for food in a remote settlement, or abtain-
jng on crediv & vear's supply for a farmer’s tam.
fly from the country store; whether it s the
millions of annnal sales in @ jobbing house in
New-York or Chieago, or the huilding of s thonsand
miles of eailrond: whether it is the nportntion
from foreign launds of cargoes for the supply of
koown wants, or the haseless operations in optinns
or futures in purcly speculative markets—nll these
operatious, little or big, srean direct competition
bne with andther, without crgunistion, without
gocuracy of knowledge, and without certainty ol
profit in the long min. ‘True, distinetive triansic-
tions are consummated with a knowledas of prioes—
oftontimes with an seourate goquaminianee w ih the
extent of the supply nnd prohabilive on de
mand, and if there wis nothing to consider bt
the act of buying at one price and sclling ot
pnother, the business of the trader would not be g0
gomplex as to involve disaster and loss. Y
gimple as exchange und harter seems to be, the
Jaws which regulate it the circumstances which
surround it, and the difficulties wiich stawl n
the way of universal suceess, moke the ally
guceessful husiness man as rare as the great scholar,
the astute statesmiuy, or the most lugemous iu-
pentor.

BUSINESS THESE DAYS 1s WAR.

It 1s true that the growth of sealth, so maried
on this continent, finds s oxenplifieatjon
the growth of individual forrunes. But it hy ne
means follows thut this rapldity of acesm ntien
ls the result of jndiv jduanl shrewdtioss, or the i
play 'of a higher form of Dusiness siaEoeity thonn
ordinarily prevells.  Some men are bort usiler
ponditions that highly faver fortine: sime soes
plmost to be hore lucky.  Net o few of th
fortunes of the day lave eome ta thedr pres
jn spite of themselves: some are the wsult of
Airect violation of the prisumed eorreet luiws of
eommeres, while otliers huve tollowsd [rom 1
Srresmistible development In the
pountry ; others from the insention of o useful
dovies, and still others from a policy of the G-
ernment which enforees o system of tuxntion hy
which, at the expense of many, & great advantage
§5 conferred upon o few. It will thus be seen
shat 1o define why men succeed 10 business is inoa
eortuin sense to detine the cirsumstances b whil
their lot is east, and the fivomble or advers
eonditions that surrcund them. The tash 10 sot
forth the reasons for suecess In fndividon] cases
$< all the more difticnlt, when it is often diseovered
that the rich men of many localities are not the
able men; that the industrous, Traeal, and eners
getie men are not alwiys the most blessed with
s world's goods; but thar tie leasy kel 1h
Jenst enterprising, the lenst farsceinz, are op-
parently.the most stiecesstul,  This cironmstines
that it is often the stupidest that is the piehest,
pdds interest to the eonstant iuguiry—What are the
elements of Success ?

Perhnps it will always be found tlut some
great prineiple undsrlies all successiul eireers,
svhether sncoess be aclieved by res! ability o
prtumblid inte by stupldity,  Somne may sy, ot d
with truth, that the man whoe keeps near 1o the
ghore, his his affuirs well i hoand, seldom: awes
mwuch, never embarks into af enterprise withon
eounting it ecost—-that he who ahsdtrves  thosie
simple rales lnys browd the founditions of s
cess.  But when the youth looks abread and sin
gles onut the great fortunes that impress the warlil,
R will find that these have beon ereated by a
poliey widely differcnt Lom this nurrow  one
He probubly thinks that if he can discover the
key by which the door was apened for the by
possessors of these vast ascumulations, T, tos,

i

n
'

Jir
resourees of the

gay follow in their steps,  But he will find vl
each age, nay, slmost each geaemtion, furnishes

conditions and waxims peaubiar to itselt, With
the introduction of siuch forces us stenw, misehin
ery wnid eleetricity, the laws which  prevailed
fitty years ago no longer aviile  This by apth
ghown in the remark of the French econonist,
who said: * In ancient days, when fortane. were
made by war, wir was i husiness: o these Tnter
davs, when fortunes are mude by business, busi-
pess is war”  The differences in canditions thns
referred to s not mare widely nmrloed thoan the
eonditions which prevail in busigess alwost within
balf & lifetime, Poor Riclunl's maxios, gowd in
themselves and the basis of awuny a fortane, will

Ynrdly apply nowsdoys, for in this age of ool |

monev-making, the very grent fortunes of the
hour bave heen aenieved without the slzhitest
eference to prineiples =0 homely and so simple
a5 those of Franklin's time, fortunes now exist-
fng yielding incomes every year thut in his day
would have been an ample rowand Tor a Dfetime,

COMBINATION AS A FORTUNEGETTER,

The fortunes that fill the public eye t-day
are largely the result of combination, while those
which were schieved in the days of our fathers
were the result of competition, Co-operation of
capital, in the shape of vrganized eiforts, by the
construction of works too Jyrge for fndividual
enterprise, has been the outgrowtin of Hhorad Jaws,
whereby wide powers have been granted snd in.
dividual Mability limited. Individual effort has
thus been enormously supplemented. while, as is

ties ond encogies, will he donbroed by the ambitious

|

estimated there coulil he in g period so short in
the Listory of the eonntry,  This is shown in the
pereoptible zrowih of the leisure eliss ove rywhere,;
anil especially the tendeney toward crowiling into
the eittes ind towns,  The absence of stimulus tor
effort which tollows the possession of wenlth in
time will s en the wimbet of these who strive
Toe the worihy
copt i the mere duty ol holding onty wlhat has
alresidy been nconmuloted, vieh men's sons and
dutehters nesd not be expectod 1o il more than
veclipy the field held by their futhers, while even
this poor satisfuotion is denied 1o not o few of
them,  The belief that “in Amepiea there are
only theve generations hetwern shivt sleeves und
shirt sleeves,” rempins to be tully demonstrated,
and the prediction remains to be fullilled thot
w overy thied American must g0 hack to the sofl.”
"l most diticult thing 1o keep by the avemgs
wan is money, and the epse with wlich firtunes
are dissipared by speealntion, injndicions invest-
ment, of mistalen judgment, hy estravasanes andd
idleness! make it roasonahly ocortain that hard as
it has been for the reh fathers to make fortnnes,
it will bea crent deal harder for the sons 10 keep
them.

It. is jnst here where comes the advantage of
heing homm poor,  Noo better preparttion exists
Tor making one's wauy thon havine o way to make.
The stimulis af offorr from povecty, the neces.
sity of industry, the advontage of theift and the
achievements pesible wlone to enerey of ehir-

aelitevement ol suecess, aml ex-

acter, are sll heritoges of the poor youug man,
twrter fitting i for the battle of life than @
fortune loft him by the eforts of athers.  How
hisst it the sdvantaee of heine born reasonnbly
pour to unlock the golden gites of fortane in
these duvs it wonld he vain even to attempy to
say,  But this 1s certin, that to those who are
auiek 1o take mlvintnge ol every O
will ¢ome  th Emyployuent
essentinl, 11 manters pot ot whnt In
furmi, i the workshop, in the

twe prize SOGIEST
Is thy first
the fickl, on. the
e, on the streer, work 18 the one vssenitind
preparation for all futare e, Flund ward, hinest
& the kind of work that mgkes ohe's em-
]lil'}}w'-l. ol
ops, ts whiot as peesihle to every Young man
like 1 Micawher for

that wins  the  eonfidenee
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STATEN ISLAND ATHLETES.
GROWTH OF A POWERFUL CLUB.

A LUSTY YOUNGSTER DOWN THE BAY.

CHAMPLONSHIPS CAPTURED BY ITS MEMBERS

1N MANY BRANCHES OF OUT-

poon sPORT,

Erastus Wiman said a few years ago that
Staten Island was destined th be the home of all
alitidoor sports for New-Yorkers,  The advantages
offered ore muny aud varied, and Mr. Wiman's
words may yet come true. It is now the home
of the staten Island Athletic Club, one of the
most eomplete outdonr organizations of its kind
in the eountry, and its record is one that will
prove an ineentive to the many athletic or-
ennizntions throughont the eountry. The elub
property is estimoted to be worth in the neigh-
Lgrhiond of Stoon0on, This is a  remarkable
showing for the yotngster, for it wns only in
1277 that Willinny tken, a veterin athlete, con-
cieive] the tdea which has matured into the present
powertul organization.

The Staten Island Athletie Club indirectly owes
its existence to one of the old Nurth Shore ferry-
honts.  Ahout thirteen years ago one of thess
hoats was bringing its load of Staten Islanders to
this oty to bosiness.  As frequently happened
then, the trip wis o long and monotonous one, aud
severn] of the passengers huddled rogether to see
it conversatinn wonld not dispel weariness. Among
those hnddled passengers were Willinm  Tken,
Oliver T, Johnson, W. J. W. Raberts, Robwrt T, P.
Fishe. John W. Edwards and Frank 6. Jonssen.
An athletio elub on the heautiful island in the
by wis prapoessd, and the idea was well received
by them all Most of those present were well
supplied with musele and were athiletieally in-
clined, and they went to work on their new hohhy
with o zest which anl lins been re-
warded with suecess most bountiful.

These men were present at the first meeting
toward organizing a elnb, which was beld ot the
hoathiouse of the Hesper Boat Club: Thomas
Chite, Henry A, Carsar, Willinm Tken, Oliver T.
Jolinson, Johin W. Edwanls, William R, Wemple,
Fronk T. Fiss, Willtam J. W, Raherts, Frederiol
Jonssen, Mabert T, P Fishe, JJoho I Rimmer,
Frank G Janssen and F. L. Rodewnld.  The sup-
posed unlucky thirtern soon got to wark, but tlie
limp which tarmished the Hght went out, and
mecttng hod o be adjourned. The next
meating wos hebd i New-Hrighton, and as each
il tlarreen bronght reeraits i proved
e fortidable gatlieritie than the first,
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the

of the wyd
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Eversthing was done i shipshape order this
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il il a fraternal
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spotige ot Fhee dlpessing. o a nearly 3
oot squnTe A plozen wnad tadeony pun wroimd
thie outer part of the beasding frem whach n

v of the Kils wod harbor coan be i
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DEFLUERS OF THE CLUB,

The annuel wlection of the Staten Islnd Ath.

ferie UT0h was el the el bonse, an West
Bieaehitot, on Devemiher 11 Aany of the weoi-
Ders altemted the Walker-Winmn wedding, dnd
the vote cost was highter dn conseqaenme B
was ritieipared.  The weker eledted wan as fol-
lows: Eherlinl Fabeg, presutent: W Ao Len-
tillion, viee pressdent 5 0, 10 dohpson, rrensurer,
nhd WL L Dhavis, meermars Pl bagrel of man
ers T serae wn vears wis elreted ns appetdsid
1OW. danssens B Pean smath, W U, Walser,
Joln W vele, Japes Reaown and Hobert K
Mo Mursuy Bolwrt Mizet wias electsl o serve

nowne-Aear teom
A the List onaunl meeting the total number ol

D bisia wits ST0: lite members, 200 hon
oy members, 43 werive mewbers, Tub; telal,
mlu .

During the year there were ailided hy election,

150 by relustotement, 55 tetald, 1od—grand wial
uad.

hard Janssen, i, W. Schack, James Fruser, R. W.

King, T. . Vermilye, Edwin €. Sturges, Jr.
REPORT OF THE ATHLETIC COMMITTEE.
The recent report of the Athletie Committee to

the Board of Munagers wus as tollows:

This department of the olab hus, durlng the st
nesde n marked fmprovae i over the highly
yving racord of & year aso, ¥ Ve ot ouly

reerdod I Daving many of our athlétes record-
brealors and champions of botn this eountry uil
Cinidi, but we hive also mlded o nuihor of noew
protalsing athlotes to the roll - AL 2
ity -thres actusd cotpeting gililetes aeadors of the
orgarizution, and the moeml 1 contident, that,
With proper enri: and atten 1 part of the club
toward this particulie hranch, muny of them will, I
the near fature, develop into new chmmpions,

During the year Jist passed this department Ties
been under certsin dissdviantoges fn comparson with
the others, owlisg 10 the picference of the Board of
Munagers . promote  team, competition
e than I work, otherwise  our athiletes
would lave bren in Lettes conditlon. and eonscipuently
botter gualified to uphiold the colors of this elul
wgninst the eowek represegtatives of the other lending
athlotic organizations of Americn.

The club ot present holds membaeship dn the Amae
tour Athletic U nfon of the Unjtsl states and bhe N
tional Crass Cozptey Association of Amerl, Tha
8. L A, €. athletes hove been enterd amld competed
at every, athletlc meeting of note held during the sey.

The total number of jrizes woi hivs amioidsted
M, of which 100 wire firsts, soonnds, il O
muking in all a total of =08 palnts, divided
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Adevorme Pann O Tk, ety Il odzbin o] she'l
[ entra. vonsiating of 10 1a Bwlen hiw s R
CicCaniy maghionmy o8 WEIteInyg 3B Whitehorh, €
I'F. Hurt, (5 aE A i, Ua, Harsser, Xieuistis
itler, =trake 1 L W toull, cosswiin, was
beaten By the Adeodmae oyt Tty by ahons
thupee fewt, i O pmnites D1 bedisesy !
iyt the swarmpng of the S y. &
sheli fal Prow raay, the ey did oot
fidsh, a e Tritains, Noew . W, Wity the
Patoiisies: of Washiinets il Bt for the
wivies citsand iy el fle, the ST, AL
erew  woakl peotably Live finsucd Hest. The
erew was mode npoas follows®
now A 0 N 1 thi
3 3 1 hY ]
LY Steahy -1 TIR
| Lkl Waltan, fr.
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Toiwling s the Ihtest festure o A to the |
elub, nud the spert bins il Hy  popn-
lar with many of the e e byl
ing wus ereeted nr o cist of SR0m amld has ¢ |
the nesled improvements dear o the henrt of the
T ler A the St toltrfltient  there
were v fve vames oag the eoll ol 48 was one
of the fnest clab contests ever hebl
Thie first s1s men were opalivsd with averages
as follows for thie fen ciws roll

GEARGE SCAWERGLER.
This number was redueed @ By deaths, 71 by
resicnntion, 94: drapped, 10w failed toogqualify,
total,
L int
follows = Lafe members, 205 honorary wembers, 43
getive wembers, .

thiee present nwembership 510, ividded as |

F. A Miller 1Y T et F e |
Arthur Lisilipsioa a0 0 HOW, il !
: 1AL S bivie L. 1 Wistl 1ae T4
Here wre some of e big seores niede by e
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The yoaeliting departuent = p b over hy
B K. MeMurray, who is eoprmodore amd ehianir-
man of the Yoehting At thiis the
close of the thind seasen the elub has o tleet of
41 ynelits an nil elasses I club’'s penbam
rnees were held in Angost, Septemberand Oetolwer,
A meethng was helilb on Novemine 7 Pl ol hivws
[ LT OO | (TS were . odeetedl fa) the N
It e MeMurray, cosnnmnedote s . Clomed Blee, vive-
eotimaidere ;s Balph Laoie, rear eotnmdore ;. Edgar
Hicks, treasurer; Plitlip O, Sus, secmetary | lawis

Lot fiew

The decensed mewbers wre: T, J. Breslin, Ger-

Morris, weasurer; William €. Walser, feet sur-

enl there e |

n. The Regatta Committee is composed of
iward M. Post, chairman Phlllﬂ (. Siis, secre-
tary: Edgar Hieks and R. L. Lippitt, serviog
ex-ofticio.
| The club's lagrosse department is also in
lmnrlttim: and the team pln:]'ml some excelient
mes.  The following men played on the teamn
during the Inst yent: David Lrown, Robert Diys.
dale, J. F. MeChin, A, 0. Ritchey. R A, Mathews,
H.A Mathews, W, E. Mitchell. W, . Past, G. B
Senrs, Alexander Douglas, Edward Merritt lmr‘-
tain), William Davis, 1. Davis, T. Branifl J. G,
'vi'-"’:lf."r: Cyrus C. Miller, Matthew Taylor, Thomas
nrsan.

Considernble tennis playing has been done hg
many of the members during the season, thoug
these players have contined themselves almost
| exelusively to playing on the grounds of the club,
and huve not entered in any outside tournament.

The sixteen courts have bean kept in
condition, and everything ihle heen done
to encourage this hraneh of sport,

The elub will make upplication for member-
ship in the National Lawn Tennis Association to
enable its tennis players to compete in the Nationsl
tolrnaments nNext sensmn,

A club tournnment was held late in the season
with eight entries for singles and six they
douhles, the former beinz won by A, H. Larkin,
the litter by J. Brown and E. W. Gould.

The oluh members took a lively interest in
foothall lnst season, and considering that it was
a new department for the club, the team mada
a ereditahle showing. Tt joined the American

Foothall Union, and expects to make a dee
better record next season than it did last
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Iemtistaad AFRTothe Asaodintion O tibior 3 i in 2230
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Outing Athletie Club-Trookiyn, Novewlwr § first I8

| 320 yoeds hnll ¢ sevonds

Among the athletes of the cluby, not heretofong
mentinted, wso have made excellent reconds, ae:
Froderiek J. Hosp, whe won the pole vault aml
hotizontal Bar prizes ot the Oprange Athlete Club
comnes on March 24, and the hortzontal bag medal

at the Brooklbyn Aeademy of Musie on April s

At thee Young Men's Chrstion Asssciation n.eet-
ing wt Newark, o April 20 Hosp wos first
i Biet jumge and alse won the wedal tor pump-
i backword  His other goml ne I were m n‘.
At the Riverside, =t o Islonud, ew-Brunswic k
wed Woest Bl car still otiaers ane W L

Wallock, Stewart Barr, 8. T, Freeth, B K. Pritek-
apl, Myok Metherson, 5 T Stage, U O Winde,
Arthnr Prevtiae, J. Eiwand Del vest, F.oJ. Le nard
o Nutebings, Alteed F. Conacho, B B Therp
and Arthar De Salden

TOUCHING FURETHOUGHT.
From The Cincinnatl Exguiner.
Alioat six weeks aeo the wite of o wellinown West
| Fnd physiciun dlet of eancer,  On Christmas Eva
| it door bell of the howse rang, and on the door being
opened o messencer deliversd o goodsized package
It wus  dn In, ant when operel wa
fomnd L vontnin Ly Chiristinie presents
of e ded wHe o e members  of  the  fmily,
The Indy, readiziing that she wns about to die, had
pirelieed o numboe of 2ifis and had thew sent (o the
of o friend on Walnut Hitls with the admoni.

UL
1II|-|| that they be deliveced on Chrlstmas Eve.  Fach
f the gifts was mevked by the duuer ia har owa

gxuhﬂun&

li»'_.‘b



